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What is claimed is: 

1 . A method for accessing information, the method comprising: 
sending a query to a first set of users accessible by a first user, the query 
including information relevant to a request for information; and 

receiving a response to the query from a second user, the second user a 
member of the first set ov users, the response including information responsive to the 
query, the information accessible in a public portion of a system. 



2. The method ofofaim 1 further comprising: 

providing the /es^nse^from information accessible in a public portion of a 
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jS 3 system controlled at l^ast in part by the second user. 
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3. The method rff claim 1 further comprising: 

forwarding the Jquery to a second set of users, each user of the second set of 
p 3 users accessible by the second user; 

4 receiving a response from a third user, the third user a member of the second 

set of users, the response including information responsive to the query from a public 
portion of a system; and 

forwarding the response to the first user. 
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method of claim ^further comprising: 
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2 adding the third user to the first set of users. 

1 ^jB^The method of claim^wherein: 

2 the second set of users dynamically formed such that the second set of users 

3 has no intersection with the first set of users. 
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method of claim ^wherein: 
The query includes a list of users known to have had the query sent to each user 
of the list of users. 

^f. The method of claim /f wherein: 

the query includes a timestamp indicating when the query was originated and 
further comprising discarding queries received at a time later than the timestamp plus a 
predetermined length of time. 

comprising: 

coupled to the processor; 
ace coupled to the control hub; 
led to the processor; 

figured to receive a query; 
ic block configured to transmit a query; and 




- 17- 



004747. P006 

8 a thi/d logic block configured to check a public file system for information 

9 respon§ivejtq a query. 
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e system of claim 8 further comprising: 

logic block configured to interface with a user; and 

lock configured to maintain a group of users and corresponding 



addresses. 



1 A3 / 1 0- A system comprising: 



2 1 means for sending a query to a first set of users accessible by a first user, the 

3 query including information relevant to a request for information; and 

4 means for receiving a response to the query from a second user, the second 

5 user a member of thfe first set of users, the response including information responsive 

6 to the query, the in/ormation accessible in a public portion of a system. 



1 11. The system of ofeim 1 0 further comprising: 

2 means for prov\a\m®Ahe response from information accessible in a public portion 

3 of a system controlled least in part by the second user. 

1 Y 12. The system of claim /1 1 further comprising: 

2 means for Forwarding tne query to a second set of users, each user of the 

3 second set of users accessible by the second user; 
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means for Receiving a response from a third user, the third user a member of 
the second set of users/the response including information responsive to the query 
from a public portion or a system; and 

the means fo/ providing including Means for Forwarding the response from the 
third user to the first user. 



^ Jj&fThe system of claim ^"further l 




comprising: 

means for adding the third user to the first set of users. 

14. A machine-readable medium embodying instructions for execution by a 
processor, the instructions, when executed by the processor, causing the processor to 
perform a method, the method comprising: 

sending a query to a first set of users accessible by a first user, the query 
including information relevant to/a request for information; and 

receiving a response toihe query from a second user, the second user a 
member of the first set of users, the response including information responsive to the 



8 query, the information accessible in a public portion of a system. 
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15. The machine-readable medium of claim 14 further embodying instructions for 
execution by a processor, the msttfyctions, when executed by the processor, causing 
the processor to perform a m^tl^d, the method further comprising: 

providing the response^romnnformation accessible in a public portion of a 
system controlled at least ir/part by the second user. 




16. The machine-readablelmedium of claim 15 further embodying instructions for 
execution by a processor, the instructions, when executed by the processor, causing 
the processor to perform a metnod, the method further comprising: 

forwarding the query to a second set of users, each user of the second set of 
users accessible by the second user; 

receiving a response from a third user, the third user a member of the second 
set of users, the response including information responsive to the query from a public 

8 portion of a system; and 

9 forwarding the response to the first user. 



1 

2 
3 
4 



17. The machine-readable medium of claim 16 further embodying instructions for 
execution by a processor, tne instructions, when executed by the processor, causing 



the processor to perform a 
adding the third user 



ethod, the method further comprising: 
to the first set of users. 
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1 18. The machine-reidable medium of claim 17 further embodying instructions for 

2 execution by a processor, the instructions, when executed by the processor, causing 

3 the processor to perform a method, wherein: 

4 the second set of users dynamically formed such that the second set of users 

5 has no intersection with ihe first set of users; and 

6 the query includejs a list of users known to have had the query sent to each user 

7 of the list of users. 



1 19. The machine-readable medium of claim 17 further embodying instructions for 

f?i 2 execution by a processor, the instructions, when executed by the processor, causing 

■J] 

gi 3 the processor to perform a method, wherein: 

111 

the query incl ides a timestamp indicating when the query was originated and 
further comprising discarding queries received at a time later than the timestamp plus a 
predetermined lengtli of time. 
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20. A method of providing information from a second user comprising: 
Receiving a query from a fjjstjjser, the query including information relevant to a 
request for information; and 

Sending a response ( to ^^query, the response including information responsive 
to the query, the information accessible in a public portion of a system. 
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21 . The method of c(kim 20 further comprising 

providing the response from information accessible in a public portion of a first 
system controlled at leas/ in part by the second user. 



22. The methoaof claim 20 further comprising: 

forwarding the pjuqry to a set of users, each user of the set of users accessible 
by the second user; 

receiving a response from a third user, the third user a member of the set of 
users, the response including information responsive to the query from a public portion 
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of a second system; and 



jri; 



forwarding the response to the first user. 
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